No aholition of or increase in the EU
milk quota.

Subsidies for farmers in the EU are not
a prohlem, as long as their products are
not exported.

Protection of Burkina Faso’s market
with duties, as long as the EU
subsidises exports.
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ECOFAIR TRADE DIALOGUE

AGRICULTURAL TRADE POLICY

JEOPARDISES HUMAN RIGHTS IN
BURKINA FASO

«The African continent could still
feed itself if it were allowed to.»

Korotoumou Gariko, milk producer

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the
European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole
responsibility of the publishers and can in no way be taken to
reflect the views of the European Union.



espite difficult natural and political conditions, the farm-
ers of Burkina Faso produce enough cereals to feed the
entire population. Yet the country’s government adopts
policies designed to favour imports of foreign produce.
This harms smallholders — and indeed the entire economy: for the
value creation that could result from domestic processing activities
is lost to the country.
The dairy sector is no exception. The livestock breeders who, like
our ambassador Korotoumou Gariko, almost all belong to the pas-
toral Peul people make up around ten percent of the population.
For a long time, the low import duty of five percent on milk powder
made it almost impossible for these people to sell their own milk
in the towns. The massive subsidies used by the EU to underpin its
milk exports made things even worse.
But world market prices are now on the rise, holding out new hope
for many farmers. Over the period from 2004 to 2008 the prices of
imported milk powder from the EU doubled; the amount of locally
marketed dairy produce similarly almost doubled over the same
period. Over the long term such a trend can also be to the benefit
of consumers, as it reduces the country’s dependence upon imports
and thus mitigates the risk of abrupt price hikes.
The planned Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between the
EU and the West African Union could, however, stall this success.
If the EU has its way, Burkina Faso would have to abolish 80
percent of duties by 2022 at the latest and in times of low global
market prices would often be unable to shield its agriculture from
cheap imports. The fact that the EU plans to further expand its
dairy production and exports further exacerbates the situation.




